
Central Region Allied Orders Conference 

September 30 & October 1, 2016 

Fort Negley, TN 

 

Present: Commander Don Palmer Jr, Color Bearer John Palmer, Acting Sec Walt Busch, Jim Pahl, Historian 

Alan Teller, David & Cindy McReynolds, Rachel McReynolds, Jim Crane, SVC Ken Freshley, Ed Krieser, 

Mike Downs, Clyde Getman, DarwinConcon, Caryl Lamb, Mike Downs, Tim Graham, Dale Aurand. 

Friday, September 30 
 

4:30 to 6:00 PM -Registration Check In, hotel lobby 
6:30 PM -   Informal dinner at the Chop House, Franklin, TN 
 

Saturday, October 1 
 
9 to 9:45 PM Registration Check In, hotel lobby 
10:00 AM  Meet in hotel lobby for a discussion led by Sam Gant on the history and preservation of the 
  Franklin Battlefield (at the conclusion a self-guided driving tour map will be provided to  
  participants) 
12:00 NOON Lunch on your own. 

Business meeting at Fort Negley in Nashville 

1310 Opened by Commander Don Palmer  

Prayer led by Walt Busch 

Pledge led by John Palmer 

Commander Palmer then appointed a nominations committee consisting of Alan Teller, Jim Pahl and Mike 

Downs. 

Commander  Report:  

Judy Rocks resignation as treasurer created problems as she left the country, but Don Shaw took on 

the responsibilities. 

Reported that the CRA has donated about $2000.00 since the year 2000 to various organizations and 

allied orders. 

 Don conducted a branding exercise since no one knows what the CRA is. 

 Represented the organization at Lincoln Tomb Ceremonies 

 2016 Vendor table at the National Encampment 

 Tasked Bob Petrovic to get new past commander medals (see below). 

 

SVC Report:  Ken Freshley reports he has been keeping the website up to date. 

JVC  Report:  None – Cindy Norton is absent. 

Sec/Treas: No report as Don Shaw absent and Walt just filling in. 

 

Communiques –  Judy’s Resignation  & Bob Petrovic regarding medals (see below) 



 

Unfinished Business 

 Sec/Treas needed for 2 year vacancy 

 Discussion about form 990N – No need as we have an EIN for banking purposes only. 

 Past Commander’s Medals 
  Bob Petrovic led much of discussion.  The new medal has a top bar with drop.  He  

  Received 3 bids and the best bid was $7 per unit.  75 medals were purchased. 

 

  Motion by Jim Pahl that if a past department commander wants a second medal they 

  Can purchase at the cost of $10/each.  2nd by Mike Downs.  12 medals purchased. Passes 

 

  Challenge coins passed around.  Retail at $10 each.  To reduce stock Walt Busch made a  

  Motion seconded by Alan Teller that camps/departments can but them at $6 each when  

purchasing 10 or more at a time for either the camp or dept to sell or give away. Price does 

not include postage.  Passes with Jim Pahl opposing.  

 

1347 break 

1410 resume 

 

Nominating Committee Report: Alan Teller reports the following candidates for office: 

   

Commander – Ken Freshley 

  SVC – Tim Graham 

  JVC – John Eger 

  Sec/Treas – Walt Busch 

 

New Business 

 

Need CRA Wreath for ceremonies.  Don Palmer says one is needed.  Tim Graham says one can be made 

easily and says he will make the wreath. 

 

Awards – We have a meritorious service and it is recommended that the award be renamed the “Lee Ann 

Teller Meritorious Service Award,” after its first recipient.  MUST BE PASSED AGAIN IN 2017 

MEETING.  Vote is unanimous.  It would amend Article 15 Sections 2 & 4 

 

Don Palmer re the philanthropic aspect of the organization.  Back to year 2000 we have given out about 

$2000.  A Branding Exercise suggests that the CRA brand is to provide an educational element to the Allied 

Orders “Strengthening the Allied Orders through Education, Collaboration, Charity & Fellowship.” 

Tim Graham mode a motion to which there was a voiced second to make the motto ours.  Passes with Walt 

Busch objecting. 

 

Next Meeting is in Cleveland October 7, 2017.  2018 is tentatively in Indiana.  We need to work up a list 

of what is needed to hold a CRA meeting, the minimal requirements.  Incoming commander is tasked to 

form a committee to come up with guidelines. 

 

Donation to host department – on a motion by Alan Teller $200 for the project of their choice is to be 

donated to the Dept of TN SUVCW with a caveat that they provide a report of what they did with the 

money. 



 

Michigan reports they never got theirs from last year and they need it.   

 

There needs to be a 2 year audit next year. 

 

Election – officers as listed above.  Jim Pahl makes a motion to have the secretary cast one ballot for the 

slate.  Seconded by Dale Aurand.  Passes  and Secretary does so.  The installation of officers was done by Jim 

Crane.   

 

Additional officers appointed by the Commander were James Pahl, Chaplain; James Crane, Patriotic 

Instructor; Alan Teller, Historian; John Palmer, Guide; and, Mrs. Freshley, Color Bearer. 

 

Closed at 1500 

 

 

3:00 PM - Presentations by PNCinC Don Palmer, Jr,  and CC and National Treasurer David  
  McReynolds 

A. PNCinC Don Palmer will discuss generational attitudes and growth strategies for 

fraternal organizations 

B. CC and National Treasurer David McReynolds will present a case study in the building 

of successful organization 

6:00 PM - Dinner at Cracker Barrell. 

 

 


















































































